ALDR 7500

Issues in Contemporary Agriculture

Course Syllabus (DRAFT)
Fall Semester, 2005
Dr. Dennis W. Duncan
Dr. Ray V. Herren
The Course syllabus is a general plan for the course; deviations announced to the class by the instructor may be necessary.

Course Description

Issues affecting the agricultural industry.  How agriculture fits into and affects societal, social, political, and economic forces - ethics, issues, and policies that drive agriculture. Critical reflection and experiential learning are promoted through case studies of real events and people.  Presented by videos and complemented by published background material, the case studies give realism and credibility.  
Course Objectives  

At the completion of this course students should be able to:

· Discuss the issues that are impacting agriculture

· Explain why certain issues are controversial

· Effectively debate both sides of a controversial issue

· Construct a properly documented issues paper

· Summarize the ethical dilemmas involved with modern agriculture

· Effectively deal with the public regarding controversial issues in agriculture

· Debate issues in a professional manner

Course Requirements

Students are expected to attend ALL class meetings.
Develop a paper that presents both sides of a controversial issue.
Present the findings of your paper to the class.

Develop a position and present your findings/beliefs on a specific case study; this will be accomplished in three-four member teams.
Class Format

Formal classes will be held on Wednesday’s from 4:30 – 7:30 p.m. in the GSAMS Room (307 Conner Hall – Athens; NESPAL Building – Tifton). Other sessions will be conducted using HorizonWimba.
University Honor Code and Academic Honest Policy: All academic work must meet the standards contained in “A Culture of Honesty.” Each student is responsible to inform him/her self about those standards before performing any academic work. Further information is at: http://www.uga.edu/ovpi/academic_honesty/flowchart_honesty.htm
Academic Support: Any student who feels that they may need an accommodation because of a disability (learning disability, attention deficit disorder, physical, etc.) please make an appointment to see me as soon as possible or contact the Office of Disability Services at 542-8719 or http://www.dissvcs.uga.edu/index.html
Instructors

	Dr. Ray V. Herren, Department Head
	Dr. Dennis Duncan

	ALEC
	ALEC

	122 Four Towers
	106 Four Towers

	Office Phone 542-8935; email – rherren@uga.edu
	Office Phone 706-542-1204; Mobile 706-224-2692; email – dwd@uga.edu


Office Hours for Dr. Duncan - Thursday’s 3:00 – 4:30 p.m.

Paper specifications

Your research paper should contain the following elements: What makes your topic a controversial issue? What are the arguments - pro and con? What do the “facts” say? What do you conclude?

Use the following guidelines for your research paper:
A. A title page.
B. The first page should include a single spaced abstract (200 word max).
C. Paper should be 5 – 6 pages, double spaced, with page numbers at the top right corner of each page (don’t include the title page).
D. The Times Roman 12 point font with one inch margins should be used.
E. Tables, figures, and references should be prepared according to the guidelines of the American Psychological Association (APA) 5th edition. 

The paper should flow well and be constructed in a logical manner.  Typos, grammatical errors, misspelled words, etc. will not be acceptable.  The number of references needed will be determined by the topic and the credibility of the sources. However, it would be difficult to develop a good research paper with less than 10 references.  First draft is due November 11 – send to dwd@uga.edu.  Each draft will go through a blind peer review process – comments will be sent to the author, and reviewers will receive points for their review/critique.
Presentation Specifications

Your presentations should be constructed using high quality visuals (i.e. PowerPoint).  Remember that the idea is to present the “factual” side of a controversial issue in a professional and credible manner.  You will be evaluated by the instructor and your peers on content of the presentation, quality of graphics, how well you presented your paper, and overall impact of your persuasion. You will receive a presentation protocol document via email. 

Each student will prepare two presentations (one based on your paper; the second based on a specific case study). 

Grading

Final grades will be calculated based on the following: 1) 50% on the paper; 2) 40% on the presentations; 3) 10% on attendance and participation.  There will be no exams.  Absences will adversely affect your grade.  Final papers will be due November 28 electronically (send to dwd@uga.edu).

===============================================================

Topic List




Name of Presenter(s)
Water Issues











GMO’s in Agriculture










Animal Rights/Welfare








Organic Farming









Cloning of Agricultural Animals







Pesticides and the Environment







Farm Subsidies









Research – University or Industry?
 








Urban Sprawl & Agriculture








Food Safety










Forestry and people
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